
Mark your calendars 

for Thursday, January 

15th for the Oconto 

Falls & Oconto Area 

Chambers of Commerce Annual 

Holiday Gathering. This year’s 

meeting will be held at the 

Flyway in Abrams (formerly 

Safari/Candleglow). Members, 

spouses and other guests are 

welcome. 

 

Prepaid RSVPs are required 
for this gathering. Dinner is 

$16 per person. Cocktails at 

5:30 pm. Dinner at 6:30 pm. 

Dinner will include 

chicken and tips with 

all the fixings served in 

a family style setting.  

This will be a fun 

evening with games 

and prizes. (Donation 

of prizes would be 

greatly appreciated.) Please call 

or email Michele at 604-1008 or 

ofchamber@centurytel.net if you 

have any questions or would 

like to donate. Prizes can be 

dropped off at the NWTC office.  

 

Please return the sign up 
portion of your invitation 
from page 9 with payment 
by Saturday, January 3rd.  
Make checks payable to the 
Oconto Falls Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce.   
(Prepaid attendance 
only.) 

Special Thanks to our  

December newsletter 

sponsor 
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY GATHERING 

Northeast Wisconsin 
Technical College  

SPOTS ARE FILLING FAST!!! 

We only have a few months left!  

 

The Oconto Falls Area Chamber 

of Commerce Chamber Notes 

newsletter is now scheduling 

sponsors for 2009. It is an 

amazing opportunity to 

highlight your business, 

advertise special events or sales 

and reach Chamber members 

with timely information.  

All this is available for only $50! 

Pick the month most beneficial 

to your business and you will 

receive the inside front cover of 

the Chamber Notes.  Your logo 

will also be prominently placed 

on the front cover. 

 

Please contact Michele at  

604-1008 or email 

ofchamber@centurytel.net to 

confirm you sponsorship month. 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 
2009 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
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It’s never too 

late to take a 

class... 

Behind the 

municipal building 

at 649 E Jackson, 

Oconto Falls 

Office hours:   

Monday-Thursday 8a-7p 

Friday 8a-3p 

Sign up 

for 

Spring! 

New for spring semester 
•Evening quilting classes 

•Blended classes—part 

online and part in 

person—Written 

Communications and 

Sociology 

•Web Page Development 

Classes 

•Real Estate Exam Prep 

Class 

Tel:  920-848-6982 

NWTC 

We are local for you.  

Whether you need help 

with computer skills or 

to begin the path to a 

new 

career, 

NWTC in 

Oconto 

Falls can 

meet your 

needs.   



Dear Chamber Members: 

 

Looking back over the last year, I am 

amazed at the Chamber’s 

accomplishments during this time of 

uncertainty and fluctuation.  In 

retrospect, here’s what took place: 

 

• The Chamber’s focus evolved to offer 

more relevant activities for area 

businesses and organizations 

• The Chamber contracted services 

with a company to assist with 

Marketing and Membership services 

• The Chamber began the process for 

becoming a non-profit organization 

• The Chamber has begun 

enhancements and a financial 

commitment to upgrades to the 

website 

• The Chamber remained “in the black” 

with its budget for 2008 

 

And there is more.  The Executive 

Committee has been working to develop 

strategic initiatives and plans that 

benefit members and the community.  

By aligning our objectives with member 

companies and organizations and the 

community, we can all work towards 

growth and development.  Yes, even in 

this time of economic downturn, there 

are opportunities for us to continue to 

improve and grow. 

 

So as we close out this year, we also take 

the opportunity to look forward.  Thanks 

to local companies, like Sharpe Care, 

who hosted the recent business meeting, 

we can plan for more activities and 

events that bring people to our area and 

utilize our products and services.  We 

plan to kick off 2009 with a great event 

President’s Message 
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Calendar of Events 

December 
 
9  CMH AUXILIARY  
  Christmas House Tour 
  Contact Sue Van Ark  
  920-846-2113 

 
16  COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE 
  FOUNDATION  
  Love Lights Tree Lighting  
  Ceremony 
5:30 pm Community Memorial Hospital
   
18   OCONTO FALLS HIGH  
  SCHOOL  
  Christmas Caroling in the  
  Community  
 
January 
 
15  JOINT OCONTO    
  FALLS/OCONTO HOLIDAY  
  CHAMBER DINNER 
  FLYWAY—ABRAMS 
5:30 pm Cocktails 
6:30 pm Dinner 
  Prepaid reservations required. 
  See invitation on page 9. 
 
27  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
  MEETING 
7:30 am NWTC building 
 

at the Flyway in Abrams in collaboration 

with the Oconto Chamber.  I hope to see you 

there! 

 

Best wishes for the season, 

 

April Konitzer 

President 



Annual Business Meeting Highlights 
November 20, 2008 
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President:   
April Konitzer  

920-848-6982  

or 866-639-6982 
april.konitzer@nwtc.edu 

Vice President: 
Kimberly Pytleski  

920-846-2810 x2606  
Kimberly.Pytleski@cfg-

mail.com 

Treasurer:  
Debbie Arndt  

920-846-3444  

ext. 1436 
respite@bayland.net 

Secretary:  
Lisa Christensen  

920-846-4508 
lchris-

tensen@wppisys.org  

2008 Oconto Falls Area Chamber of Commerce Officers 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Update on Contracted Service – Michele 

Ripley updated the Chamber on her 

activities for 2008. She thanked the Chamber 

for allowing her to work with us.  

 

Next Lunch-n-Learn – Next meeting 

scheduled for February. If any one has 

suggestions for future sessions, please let us 

know. 

 

The Library will begin to offer the Chamber 

Notes and Membership Application in their 

information rack. 

 

Fun Fest – For 2009, Fun Fest will take 

place September 11-13, 2009. It will include 

the rummage sales, the Chamber Breakfast, 

and the Hotcake Hustle. There will be no 

parade. 

 

BYLAW CHANGES – With the changes in 

how the Chamber operates, it has become 

necessary to change our bylaws— 

consolidating information and getting rid of 

some of the rigidity. The changes were 

accepted with a unanimous vote. 

 

Members were informed that Kingdom Come 

is currently running out of food. We will let 

our members know where there are drop-off 

locations for non-perishable food items. 

 

For a copy of the full minutes, please contact 

Michele at ofchamber@centurytel.net. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS – The current 

officers are willing to continue in their 

positions for one more year. Unanimous vote 

confirmed their continued service.  

 

BUDGET – Total anticipated income for 

2009 is $20,675.00. Total expenses for 2009 

are also $20,675.00. A concern was raised 

regarding the deletion of a donation for 

fireworks as it is important to support the 

community. The Chamber is looking into 

becoming a non-profit. We can then accept 

donations, apply for grants, etc. The 2009 

Budget passed with a unanimous vote. 

 

DUES CHANGE PROPOSAL – The majority 

of members would not see a change. The 

biggest change would be for larger members 

and is based on employees in Oconto County. 

There has been no increase in at least 3 

years. Members will be asked to self-classify 

and there will be one vote per business. The 

retirees would pay the same as in the past 

and would be asked to volunteer for one 

event. The new Dues schedule passed with a 

unanimous vote. 

 

JANUARY SOCIAL – Oconto Falls & Oconto 

Area Chambers of Commerce will hold their 

annual Holiday gathering Thursday, 

January 15, 2009 at the Flyway (formerly 

Safari/Candleglow) in Abrams. Cocktails 

5:30 pm. Dinner 6:30 pm. $16 per person. 

Reservations required. 

 



Page 5 Volume 1, Issue 6 

About this Newsletter 
O.F. Chamber Notes is a monthly publication by the Oconto Falls Area Chamber of 

Commerce.  The intent is to keep Chamber members informed about issues of interest and 

promote Chamber meetings and activities. To the extent possible, the newsletter will be 

sent out in electronic format, but paper versions will also be sent out to those members 

who cannot access it electronically.  If you currently receive a paper version and would like 

to get it in electronic format or know of someone who is a Chamber member and is not 

getting the newsletter please contact Michele Ripley at 920-604-1008 or 

OFChamber@centurytel.net.  

 

For other information on the newsletter or to submit items of interest, contact the 

editor, Michele Ripley at 920-604-1008 or OFChamber@centurytel.net. 

Treasurer's Report – December 2008 

         

Checking Account        

 Beginning Balance      4,449.62 
Expenses        

 Contracted Services-Nov   $875.00    

 Service Charge P/R - PNB  $2.00    

 Fly Way - Holiday Party deposit $100.00    

 Postmaster - P O Box Rent  $42.00    

            

Total Expenses     $1,019.00  minus 1,019.00 
         

Deposits        

 Newsletter Sponsor  $50.00    

           

Total Deposits    $50.00  plus 50.00 
         

Checking Account Balance 12-08-08    $3,480.62 

         

Savings Account        

 Beginning Balance      18,530.84 
Deposits         

 Interest       $27.19     
           

     $27.19  plus 27.19 
Withdrawals        

         

Savings Account Balance 12-08-08     18,558.03 

         

         

     Total Operating Funds 22,038.65 



For your safety, the safety of other travelers, 

and the safety of the DOT crews, remember 

to practice these good winter driving 

techniques. 

• Don’t drive through white out conditions 

caused by plowing of light snow or cross 

winds. Be patient. Conditions will change 

so you can travel and pass safely. 

• Don’t travel beside a snowplow. They can 

be moved sideways 

after hitting drifts or 

cutting through snow 

pack. 

• Drive well below the 

posted speed limit and 

avoid the use of cruise 

control when snow, 

ice, freezing rain or 

sleet is on the 

pavement. The posted 

speed limits are 

intended for normal 

pavement conditions. 

• Buckle up! 

• Watch when passing a snow plow for the 

“wing” plow. 

• Stay a safe distance behind the 

snowplows. During snow plowing 

operations visibility can be reduced by 

blowing snow. Operators may need to 

stop or move over to avoid stranded 

vehicles. Materials are also being spread 

for your driving safety. 

• Make sure you have clear vision ahead 

before passing a snowplow. On two-lane 

roads where traffic is not able to pass the 

plows, plow operators will pull over 

periodically to let vehicles behind them 

pass. On divided highways, watch for 

snowplows operating in the left lane. 

• Be aware that ramps, bridges and 

overpasses may occasionally freeze first. 

• Allow plenty of room when passing a 

snowplow. Do not cut back into the lane 

ahead of the plow too quickly since the 

blade extends several feet ahead of the 

truck. 

• Be aware of black ice. (roads that look 

wet but are actually glazed with ice.) 

• Move as far away 

from the centerline of 

the pavement as you 

safely can when 

meeting a snowplow 

on a two-lane road 

since blowing snow 

may obscure the 

actual width of the 

snowplow’s blade. 

• Remain alert. 

Snowplows generally 

move slower than 

other traffic (5-35 mph), and may be 

completely obscured at times by blowing 

snow and blizzard-like conditions. This 

is especially important when you see an 

area of blowing snow that could conceal 

a plow. 

• Don’t try to pass snowplows that are 

working together in tandem pulling 

snow from the middle of a divided 

highway. There isn’t enough room for 

you to get through.  

• Turn on your lights - to see and be seen. 

Brush the snow off your head lights and 

tail lights frequently. 

• Know how your anti-lock brakes work in 

slippery conditions. 

Wishing you a safe winter driving season! 
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THINK SAFETY 
GOOD WINTER DRIVING TECHNIQUES 
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Recipe for success? Just ask Karen Thompson 

from Stiles Junction Food and Fuel. She and her 

husband Jim are well known for their delicious 

breakfasts, entrees and desserts at Wayne’s 

Family restaurant in Oconto. They, along with 

partners Todd and Colleen Duame, have brought 

that same “flavor” to their newest venture—Stiles 

Junction Food and Fuel.  

 

Stiles Junction Food & Fuel is conveniently 

located just off hwy 141 on hwy 22 and Duame 

Road.  This Shell Station has it all:  

• Convenience store 

• Car wash 

• Sit down deli featuring: 

∗ Charley Biggs Chicken 

∗ Soups 

∗ Subs 

∗ Sandwiches 

∗ Burgers 

∗ Daily specials 

∗ Award winning pies 

∗ and of course - Breakfast!   

They offer carry-outs.  (To place an order, please 

call 920 834-2344.)   

 

Jim and Karen Thompson are locals from Stiles. 

Karen is now managing the station and still 

helping Jim at the restaurant with paperwork, 

advertising and whatever else needs to be 

done.  Jim is at Wayne's and does ordering for 

both businesses.  In their free time they take care 

of their grandson, Hunter; visit their children, 

Ken and Jennifer; and sleep! 

  

Todd and Colleen Duame also call Stiles home and 

own Duame's Sand and Gravel. They have 3 

children. Colleen takes care of their grandchildren 

and Todd runs the gravel business.  In their free 

time (if Todd's not doing maintenance at the 

station) they like to ride their motorcycle. Or with 

the weather we’ve had lately, the snow plow. 

 

Stiles Junction Food and Fuel is the best of both 

worlds. A conveniently located gas station with a 

store and car wash situated just off a major 

highway and a deli featuring delicious food and 

desserts. The location offers convenience when 

your in a hurry or when you want to take time to 

meet with friends to enjoy their company in a nice 

cozy atmosphere. 

Karen commented, “Our employees are friendly, 

making everyone feel welcome. The business is 

situated to offer easy in and out.  I personally 

think our business is very nice looking in it's train 

station appearance.”  

 

Stiles Junction Food and Fuel also offers 

something special—award winning pies!  Their pie 

lady, Caroline Imig, won 5 Blue Ribbons out of 8 

pies entered in the American Pie Council 

Competition in Florida last April! 

 

In addition, they are one of only two places in the 

entire state of Wisconsin offering Charley Biggs 

Chicken. Charley Biggs is a southern fried chicken 

recipe and a big chain in the south.  They use only 

Golden Plump fresh chicken.  

  

If you love coffee, Stiles Junction is a must stop for 

a cup of Joe. They offer Farmer Brothers Gourmet 

Coffee and Cappuccino, the best tasting coffee 

around!  You can grab a delicious cinnamon roll or 

other pastry to compliment your coffee.  

  

Don't forget to wash the salt off your vehicle this 

winter with their touchless car wash. And look for 

their label on a new line of unique foods, including 

gluten-free snacks, jams, candies, pickled items, to 

name a few. These are coming soon! 

 

Stiles Junction Food and Fuel is located at  

5908 Duame Road on the corner of hwy 141 and 

hwy 22 with easy access to 141. You can reach 

them at 920-834-2344. 

 

Fuel and convenience store hours:  

Monday—Sunday 4:30am to 11:00pm.  

 

Deli hours:  

Sunday—Thursday 4:30am to 9:00pm 

Friday & Saturday 4:30am to 10:00pm.  

 

They accept Master Card, Visa, Discover, 

American Express, TCH, EFS, Titletown Oil, 

Wright Express, Shell Fleet, Fuelman, personal 

checks and of course CASH! 

 

When asked if there was anything else Karen 

wanted to share with members, she replied “We’d 

love for them to stop in and say HI!” 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE 
STILES JUNCTION FOOD AND FUEL 



520 Locust Street, Oconto Falls, WI 54154 

Phone: 920-604-2729 

http://www.kingdomcomeof.org 

Excerpts from the OCONTO COUNTY TIMES 

HERALD 

 

The work of giving food to the hungry is 

supported by many area people and businesses. 

One such donor to Kingdom Come Food Pantry 

is Matt Komisarek at the Can Crusher 

business. Recently, he donated 100 cases of 

water, 103 packs of food, and many special toys 

including Barbie Dolls for Christmas. Those at 

Kingdome Come welcome this donation and 

encourage other to give out of their bounty as 

well. It is the season for joyful giving and much 

thanksgiving. 

 

Thanksgiving is done in many ways. Kingdom 

is thankful to those who donate but many, 

many families are thankful that Kingdom 

Come exists. The food pantry does not require 

“proof of need” but treats all who come with the 

same consideration.  

 

Some have noted new trucks parked outside 

the building located at 520 Locust Street in the 

Oconto Falls Industrial Park or seen some well 

dressed people leaving with their food 

packages, and felt these people did not “need” 

the help. Kingdom Come is not judgmental in 

distribution of their services. 

 

As it turned out, one of the people who fell into 

this category, had recently transferred to the 

area in an executive position. When his 

position was terminated, the bills still had to 

be paid and food still had to be on the table for 

his family. Kingdom Come Food Pantry filled 

the need and got this family through a rough 

patch. The man was thankful, very thankful. 

He came one day after his fortunes had 

reversed and gave Kingdom Come a check for 

$400. 

******************************************* 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?  Several 

Oconto Falls Area Chamber of Commerce 

members are collecting donations of non-

perishable food items at their locations.  

∗ Oconto Electric Cooperative 

∗ Oconto Falls Municipal Utilities at City 

Hall 

∗ NEW Credit Union 

∗ Radio Shack 

∗ Sharpe Care Nursing & Rehab  

∗ Associated Bank 

The Oconto Falls Area Chamber of Commerce 

will also be collecting donations at our annual 

holiday gathering on January 15. Food items 

needed include soup, cereal, noodles, spaghetti 

sauce, coffee and peanut butter. Personal care 

items needed include shaving cream, 

shampoo, deodorant, razors and soap.  

CHAMBER NOTES Page 8 

Kingdom Come Needs Your Help 




